            The Czech and Slovak Club of Greater Kansas City Inc.
                         Bylaws – As Amended March 4, 2007
Article 1 – Name

The name of this organization is: The Czech and Slovak Club of Greater Kansas City, Inc.

Article 2 – Purpose

The purpose of this club is to unite people of Czech and Slovak origin to preserve and perpetuate the Czech and Slovak cultures.

Article 3 – Membership

1.  Membership shall be open to all people of Czech and Slovak ancestry and people with a strong interest in these cultures.

2.  Family and Single members have the privilege of attending all meetings, can participate in all club events, and will receive the newsletter.

3.  Members whose dues are two or more years in arrears will be automatically placed on the inactive list at the end of the second year.  They will be reinstated to active status upon the payment of current dues and at the discretion of the Executive Board.

4.  Inactive members are not eligible to vote on club issues or receive the newsletter.

5.  The roster is revised every January 1st by which date yearly dues are to be paid.

Article 4 – Meetings and Quorums

1.  Regular meetings shall be held, with time and place announcements to be posted in the club newsletter.
2.  Special meetings and Executive Board meetings shall be subject to call by the President or by a majority of the Executive Board.

3.  An annual meeting shall be held to elect the Executive Board.

    A.  After all annual reports are given, nominations made, and voting conducted, the installation of new officers shall take place.

    B.  A quorum is constituted by at least 20% of the club membership being present at a business meeting.  The action of a majority of the club members at the meeting shall be the action of the club.

Article 5 – Membership Dues

1.  Dues shall be determined by a majority vote of the Executive Board.  It is the responsibility of the Executive Board to review the dues periodically and make adjustments as needed.  

2.  Dues shall be collected at time of membership and thereafter annually on January 1st.

Article 6 – Voting

Only those members in current standing, whose dues are collected, may be allowed to vote.

Article 7 – Officers

1.  The Czech and Slovak Club shall be governed by the Executive Board:

    A. President

    B. 1st Vice-President

    C. 2nd Vice-President 
    D. 3rd Vice President - Commissioner to the Mayor’s Ethnic Commission

    D.  Two 3rd Vice Presidents 

    E.  Recording Secretary

    F.  Corresponding Secretary

    G.  Treasurer
 2.  It shall be the duty of the members of the Executive Board to attend all called Executive Board meetings.  Ex-officio members may attend and participate in discussions but are not eligible to vote at Executive Board meetings.  Among those members would be the following:

    A.  Immediate Past President

    B.  Alternate Ethnic Commissioner

    C.  Committee Chairpeople

    D.  Honorary Consuls of the Czech and Slovak Republics

3.  A majority of the Board members shall constitute a quorum.

4.  An auditing committee, consisting of the incoming president, outgoing president, incoming treasurer, and outgoing treasurer, shall audit and balance the checking account immediately following the installation of the new officers.

5.  The Executive Board shall fill, by appointment, any vacancy which may occur on the Board.

Article 8 – Elections/Appointments

1.  A nominating committee for the election of new officers shall be comprised of five members of the Czech and Slovak Club.  Two of the committee members shall be appointed by the President and three committee members shall be selected by the Board.

2.  The President will also accept nominations for officers from the floor at the annual meeting.

3.  The President shall appoint all committee chairpeople.

Article 9 – Amendments

The By-Laws of the Czech and Slovak Club may be amended at any regular meeting in which a quorum is present if it is approved by two-thirds of the members at that meeting.

Article 10 – Parliamentary Procedure

Roberts’ Rules of Order shall be the authority on all questions of parliamentary law not covered by the By-Laws.

Article 11 – Memorial Contribution

A contribution of $10 shall be made to a memorial fund designated by the family of a deceased member.

Article 12 – Annual Contribution

A contribution, the amount to be determined by the Executive Board dependent upon the funds available in the treasury, shall be made annually to a valid Czech-Slovak heritage museum, educational scholarship or other institution of direct interest to the general membership and purpose of the club.

Article 13 – Patrons

Patrons are those who contribute $100 or more to the club in any year.  They will be awarded an appreciation certificate and be recognized in the Newsletter.

Standing Rules – Duties of Officers

1.  It shall be the duty of the President to preside at all meetings of the Czech and Slovak Club, following the order of business set forth according to Roberts’ Rules.

2.  It shall be the duty of the 1st Vice-President to maintain a roster of the membership and to make all introductions of new members.  In the absence of the President, the 1st Vice-President shall assume the duties of the President.

3.  It shall be the duty of the 2nd Vice-President to act as Host or Hostess at all social functions of the Czech and Slovak Club.

4.  Is shall be the duties of the 3rd Vice-Presidents to represent the club on the Mayor’s Ethnic Enrichment Commission.  One commissioner will represent the Czech Republic and the second the Slovak Republic.

5.  It shall be the duty of the Recording Secretary to record the minutes at all regular, special, and Executive Board meetings, retaining them in a permanent record book.  Attendance records of all meetings shall also be maintained.  

6.  It shall be the duty of the Corresponding Secretary to attend to all correspondence as requested by the President.  (Letters, cards of  - cheer, get well, sympathy, etc.)

7.  It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to receive, record and deposit all monies belonging to the Czech and Slovak Club.  Disbursement of funds shall be made upon approval of the Executive Board and reported at membership meetings.

8.  It shall be the duty of the newly elected officers to review all By-Laws and Standing Rules of the Czech and Slovak Club.

Standing Rules – Duties of Committees

1.  It shall be the duty of the Social Committee to plan a calendar year of social activities subject to the approval of the membership.

2.  It shall be the duty of the Publicity Chairperson to announce forthcoming meetings and socials through the news media wherever possible.

3.  It shall be the duty of the Ways and Means committee to present fundraising projects to the membership as needed.

4.  It shall be the duty of the Service Committee to propose and to organize charitable service activities for the membership as needed.

5.  It shall be the duty of the Program Committee to plan a calendar year of program presentations subject to the approval of the Executive Board.

6.  It shall be the duty of the Chairperson of the Newsletter to gather together, for publication, items of general interest to the membership.  The Newsletter Chair will arrange production and distribution of the Newsletter to all subscribers.

7.  It shall be the duty of the Historian to preserve: a copy of each Newsletter and Notice sent to the membership, a copy of the annual Roster; all published information about Club activities; all published reports of activities of members representing the Club; a copy of any photographs taken during Club activities or of members participating in community events as representatives of the Club; any award certificates, plaques, etc. presented to the Club.







